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DAYTON
NEWS RELEASE
UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON LECTURE SERIES
RESPONDS TO CLERGY SEX ABUSE SCANDAL
DAYTON, Ohio -The University of Dayton will launch a lecture series next semester to
examine the sexual abuse scandal in the Catholic church and its impact on the life of the church.
A prelude to the series begins this month when the Rev. James Heft, S.M., University
professor of faith and culture, presents "The Sexual Abuse Crisis: A Case for Greater Shared
Authority in the Roman Catholic Church" at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 21, in the Mathias Heck
Courtroom in Keller Hall.
Plans call for the lecture series, sponsored by the president's office, department of religious
studies and campus ministry, to take place over three semesters, beginning in the winter.
The first semester will feature several public presentations that examine the nature of
sexual abuse from a clinical perspective and aim to understand the problem within the church and
within wider ·society, said Sandra Yocum Mize, religious shtdies chair. One presentation will focus
on legal issues, and the series organizers hope to include speakers who have worked with victims
and offenders, clergy psychologists and experts who can discuss how the legal culture shapes the
handling of sexual abuse cases.
The following two semesters will explore the life of the church and "what does it mean to a
broken community and what does it mean to be a reconciling community?" Mize said.
The University of Dayton lecture series will coincide with two major reports due in 2004
from the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, one on compliance with "The Charter for the
Protection of Children and Young People," the other a survey that provides data on the extent of
sexual abuse cases that have been reported.
The University "can be a resource to the local community, where people can come and
discuss and gain some perspective on the issues," Mize said. "We can be in conversation with
members of the church- officials and laity. There are very different concerns among different
constituencies," she said. "Our hope is that through informed and open conversations we might
contribute to the upbuilding of the life of the church in these critical times."
-30For media interviews, contact Sandra Yocum Mize at (937) 229-4321.
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